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Resumo

O Arquivo Distrital abre as portas ao publico em 1984. A partir deste ano, a Guarda
passa a ter um repositorio para as suas fontes de informacao documental, que andavam um
pouco perdidas por varias instituicoes da administracdo publica, ou a salvaguarda de
personalidades, cujo caracter as tornava mais cientes da sua importancia e, por isso, as
protegia. Os fundos e coleccbes mais antigos, que estdo guardados nos seus depositos,
remontam ao século XVII, mas nao sao apenas estes que contribuem para a memoria historica
da cidade, o edificio no qual funcionam as instalacdes arquivisticas em causa constitui, ele
mesmo, uma fonte viva da memadria guardense.

O director e restantes funcionarios do Arquivo esforcam-se por promover o patriménio
arquivistico detido, através da concretizacdo de varias actividades e do cumprimento dos
diversos servicos solicitados pelos clientes, avidos de conhecimento, cada vez mais exigentes
ao ponto de obrigarem a repensar toda a pratica arquivistica até agora realizada a nivel
mundial. As Tecnologias da Informacao e da Comunicacao, realidade presente nos sistemas
informacionais dos arquivos, permitem uma pesquisa e recuperacao da informacao sem que

seja necessario proceder-se a uma deslocacao presencial.
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Abstract

The District Archive opens its doors to the public in 1984. From this year on, Guarda
has a repository to its sources of documental information, which were lost by various
institutions of public administration, or on the custody of personalities, whose character
made them more aware of their importance and therefore kept them. The oldest collections
stored in its deposits go back to the seventeenth century, but these are not the only ones
contributing to the historical memory of the city, the building in which the archival facilities
operate is, itself, a living source of Guarda’s inhabitants memory.

The director and the other staff of the Archive strive to promote the archival heritage
through the implementation of various activities and compliance with the various services
required by the clients, who search for knowledge and are each time more demanding. This
has leaded to rethink the whole archivist theory practiced, until now, all over the world.
Information and Communication Technologies represent a reality in the archives’ systems
because they allow a search and retrieval of information without being necessary to go to the

place where it is stored.
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